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had died at the moment when the Tory reaction was at its
highest. The sentimental nature of the English people was
stirred to its depth by the death of the King, who if he had
tricked them often, had not, as they now felt, served them ill,
and whose personal charm and human qualities and weak-
nesses were pervasively endearing. In the wave of grief and
hope sweeping the nation the unbridgeable differences of
faith, policy, and temper which separated a new prince and
an old people were forgotten. James ascended the throne of
his ancestors and predecessors with as fair a chance as ever
monarch had.
The summoning of a Parliament, after a lapse of more than
three years, was now indispensable. More than half the
revenues of the State ceased upon the demise of the Crown.
The need was otherwise unanswerable, and the hour could
not be more propitious. On February 9 the writs were issued,
and the general election of 168 5 began. On the second Sunday
after his accession, near noon, when the Court was thronged,
King James and the Queen attended Mass and received the
Sacrament in the Queen's chapel, the doors of which were
thrown open for all to see. This act of high consequence dis-
pelled the rosy hopes of the Protestant Court and aroused
immediately the London clergy. But the Royal Proclamation,
striking while the iron was hot, was not overtaken in those
days of slow and imperfect news. The nation voted upon its
first impulse and returned a Parliament which in quality and
character represented all the strongest elements in the national
life, and was in temper as loyal to the Crown as the Restoration
Parliament of 1660. Not only embittered partisans, but cool
observers were amazed by the change in the public mood.
Four years after three successive annual Parliaments had
ravened for the Bill to exclude him from the throne, James
found himself in the presence of an ardent and devoted House
of Commons. To this new Parliament he repeated his original
declaration as amended. From it he received an enthusiastic
response, and the revenues, grudged and meted to his brother,
were to him voted in their amplitude for life. He had only
to practise his religion for his conscience5 sake as a man, to
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